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SPECIES CHARACTERISTICS
IDENTIFICRTION

| Nodorsal ridge
Cresent-shaped tail

Head hammer-shaped and may be convex or straight

2
J
4 Strong indentation at tip of snout
5

1st dorsal fin tall and narrowly pointed with strongly
falcate rear margin

ﬁ Pelvic fin strongly falcate

MAXIMUM SIZE

Females up to 18.0 feet (5.5 m) and males up to
11.2 feet (3.4 m),

HABITAT

Occurs close to shore and offshore over and near topo-
logical features from near-surface down to over 80 m
depth

W. ATLANTIC OCEAN DISTRIBUTION

Widespread in tropical waters from North Carolina to
S. Brazil. Migratory poleward as far as New York
during summer. |
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head broadly rounded, 4
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